Neonatal erythema multiforme major.
A 25-day-old neonate developed an unusual eruption with bullae and marked systemic symptoms. Investigation for bacterial, viral, autoimmune and immunobullous causes did not reveal any identifiable trigger and histological examination was highly suggestive of bullous erythema multiforme. Pulmonary infiltrates were noted late in the course of the disease. Differential diagnoses included bullous impetigo, primary herpes simplex infection, immunobullous disease, neonatal lupus and erythema multiforme. This case illustrates the difficulties in diagnosing and managing an unwell child with bullae and emphasizes the need to exclude treatable underlying causes.